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“Building community
block by block™

PHYLLIS TRESIDDER

At a reception in Toronto on May 7,1
met Dianne Cunningham, minister of
training, colleges, and universities. I
asked the minister for clarification
regarding the fact that
refurbishing and build-
ing student housing are
not covered under the
SuperBuild Fund
Program.The minister
confirmed that that is
the case, but stated that
seed money is available
for housing. She sug-
gested that the AWWCA
go through MPP David
Christopherson’s office
to gather the required
information.

Consequently,on May 10 AWWCA
members Rick Grigg, Shelagh Snider,
and I attended a meeting with MPP
Christopherson to discuss this and
other issues of concern to AWWCA
members.

Ack Gigg

Let’s Make This
An Election
Issue!

One of the topics was the problem of
repeated requests for the same vari-
ance when there is no material change
in the application.This issue was
reported in the autumn 2001, winter
2002, and spring 2002 issues of the
AWWCA newsletter. Christopherson
said that he will check the details of
this with Lee Ann Coveyduck, general
manager of planning and development
for the City of Hamilton.

Bothered by

Noise? We also discussed the problems of

AWWCA meets with
MPPChrlspherson

noise and lights from Highway 403 dis-

turbmg nearby residents. Our MPP had
i previously asked for a noise study on
i this issue, but he did not yet have the
report. He is now pursuing this issue
i on the AWWCA's behalf and is also call-
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left to right: Snelagh Snider, MPP David Ghristopherson, Phyllis Tresidder,

: ing for the installation of light baffles
i on the 403.0n September 13, we met

with Christopherson again and at that
meeting he gave us the good news that
light baffles will be installed.

Then we came to the issue of fund-
ing for student housing. Following the
meeting, Christopherson told us that
he had sent two letters—one to the
Honourable Dianne Cunningham
requesting information about the seed
money that is available for student resi-

i dences and the second to the
i Honourable Chris Hodgson, Minister of

Municipal Affairs and Housing, asking
why student housing is not included
under SuperBuild funding.

We will report to you when we have
further information.
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A Fond
Farew ell

JANET WOODWARD

AWWCA member Karen Poyner con-
tacted me concerning “the grand old
lady” of Barclay Street (Karen informed
the AWWCA on June 19 that the great
white oak was not a lady after all but,

rather, a grand old man!) when city staff ; |

were seen inspecting the tree. I provid-
ed Karen with contact names and num-
bers at the city and the Royal Botanical

Gardens. Karen spoke of the great affec- :

tion neighbourhood residents have for
the old oak tree, how many have writ-
ten stories and poems about it, and
how children gather at its trunk.
On July 20 a photo of Karen stand-
ing in front of the oak tree was
featured in a story on the front
page of The Hamilton Spectator.

On July 22 at 7 p.m. residents gath-
ered to bid farewell to the oak and
write their memories of the old tree
in a commemorative book. AWWCA
member Shelagh Snider read a 44-ine
poem ending with:“My branches

X4

FAve Tree Facts

* A ssingle large tree
can release up to
400 gallons of
water into the
atmosphere each
day.

» Urban neighbor-
hoods with
mature trees can
be up to 11
degrees cooler in
summer than
those without
trees.

+ Two mature trees
provide enough
oxygen for a fami-
ly of four.

+ Large trees
remove 60-70
times more pollu-
tion than small
ones.

+ Trees provide
mental benefits
and healing quali-
ties.

WOODMAN SPARE THAT TREE'

Cut not its earth-bound ties;
Oh, spare that aged oak,

Now towering to the skies:

ILeusden, was read in
her absence. It
begins:“O stately sen-
try / Steeped in time /
What wonder have
you witnessed / In
days before our city
stood / Where once
was only endless
wood,/ And nature
was sublime?’

Karen said:“Lots of

Residents gathered to bid farewell tothe 200—300—year—old oakon
Barday Street.

enfold you in a final hug./ As we say

flesh and one of wood.”

A poem, Ode on the Barclay Oak, by
Barclay Street resident Sheila Van

people have been
coming to the tree
each day. Some with

X i cameras, some with stories and others
goodbye as old friends should./ One of i just wanted to say goodbye. One father
i came because an oak tree was planted

i at the University of Toronto in memory

¢ of his son who was murdered a year

Woodm an, forbear thy stroke!

ago. He wanted to see
what that tree would
look like in 300 years.
It was a very moving
moment! Another
significant moment
was when a fire truck
pulled up and out
jumped six firemen,
who came to have a
look at the tree.They
were very
sympathetic”
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George Pope Morris, 1830

Gty of Hamilton arborlst Rick Gadawks is said
to have been practically in tears when the
consultants reported that the tree had to come
down to protect the safety of residents.
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Hamilton Tests

“Green Carts” for

Compostable
Materials

ANDREA HORWATH

Green-art collection is a key compo- :

nent to our overall aggressive goal of

65 per cent waste diversion by 2008 as

outlined in Hamilton’s Solid Waste
Management Master Plan (SWMMP)

adopted by council in December 2001. :

With our Solid Waste Reduction Unit
(SWARU) closing in 2006, the SWMMP
calls for a waste-management system
that includes: collection of organic
materials and a facility to process
them, an enhanced recycling program,
and community recycling centres. We

must have environmentally conscious
i programs in place to handle the waste
i generated within Hamilton’s city limits.

as food scraps, litter, pet waste, diapers,

i sawdust,human and pet hair, meat and
i bones, fat, oil, and grease can be sepa-

i rated from the waste stream at the
household level much like our program
i for leaf and yard waste. Green-art col-

“Green-cart” material refers to organic i lection has the potential to divert more

i items that can be composted rather
¢ than going to landfill, thus extending
¢ the life of our landfill site. Items such

¢ than 40 per cent of household organic
i waste.

A one-year demonstration project

(October 2002 to October 2003) will
¢ guide us toward a city-wide rollout in
i 2006. It will test a variety of options

available —different collec-

tion carts, communication
materials, and housing
types. Approximately 2,400
homes, in five different
areas throughout the city,
are being studied, including
portions of Flamborough,
Ancaster, Dundas, East
Hamilton, and Hamilton
Mountain.

For more information or
details see www.city.hamil-
ton.on.ca and go to City
Government —
Departments—
Transportation Operations
and Environment—solid-
waste process.

Andrea Horwath is coun-
cillor for Ward 2 and chair
of the Solid Waste
Management Master Plan
Steering Committee.

Westdale Waterways Investigation

LOREEN JEROME

A public meeting was held May 29 at St. Mary’s High School to report the water-
quality findings at two local sites. One was at the creek that runs north of a pipe
in the ravine just north of Sterling Avenue and just east of Forsyth Avenue;the
other site was the outfall at Royal Avenue and Stroud Road. For comparison, the
water was examined in the small creek flowing under Hillcrest Avenue next to the

soccer field.

Dr. Larry Belbeck of McMaster University and Kenneth Sherman of the AWWCA
asked highschool students in the Watershed Stewardship Program to conduct this
investigation. Students sampled the two sites over four weeks, after receiving a

laboratory+raining course of five weeks.

Students, teachers, and teaching assistants from Westdale, Parkside, Grimsby, and
Assumption High Schools prepared the water-quality report under the supervision
of Dr. George Sorger of McMaster University.

Conclusions

It appears that the outfall at Royal and Stroud is an occasional source of col-
iform, phosphate, and ammonium contamination and that the Sterling site has the
properties of a catchment pool, which can occasionally be highly contaminated
with coliform bacteria and organisms that use up the dissolved oxygen.A possible
consideration might be to increase the flow in the Sterling site by removing some
of the obstacles to its flow of water. You can find a wealth of information at

www.environmenthamilton.org.
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Dump & RuUN

On May 23, a letter of
appreciation was
received from Joanna
Ranieri, chair of the
McMaster Students’
Union Environment
Committee.

She wrote to thank
AWWCA members for
their assistance with the
recent “Dump & Run”
refuse-disposal and
bulk-item pickup pro-
gram.




green

TRASH
TRASHED

DMITRI MALAKHOV

From the dawn of time people have
lived in groups or communities.
Although much has changed, the basic
principles and foundations of a commu-
nity remain the same.The caring, pas-
sion, and ideas of each and every mem-
ber make a good community. A commu-
nity is a place where problems must be
tackled together. Raymond and I are
thankful to those who participated in
the cleanup on April 27 when we col-

Left to right back row: Raymond Leon, Dmitri Malakhov, Mark Bsenberg, Shelli Bsenberg, Renny Palmer;
front row: Nikkie To, Emily Palmer, Kennedy Palmer, and Geordie Pasztor

lected 20 bags of garbage. We hope this
is just the beginning of an annual pro-
gram and that it will be an event of a
larger scale next year. Raymond and I
would like to say thank you to: Colleen
Connolly; Shelli and Mark Eisenberg;
Hong Hao; Cary Kinsley; Irina
Malakhova; Penny, Emily, and Kennedy

Palmer; Geordie Pasztor; Nikkie To;and
Mira Votakh for their enthusiastic par-
ticipation. We thank Janet Woodward
for her wise and priceless guidance.
Please join us next time.

Dmitri Malakhov and Raymond
Leon are Grade 12 students at
Westdale Secondary School.

n e w S

JANET WOODWARD

Joan Baez said in April this year,“T'm
not an optimist about the world, the
human race . . . but I do have hope
for people, for individuals”In thinking
about the singer’s words, it’s clear to
me that it’s the AWWCA’s individual
members who are making a difference
in our community.

And I notice that we are growing,
block by block, into a more closely knit,
supportive community, strengthening
our neighbourhoods as we come
together to find solutions to the prob-
lems that affect us. We do this with no
office or staff—just a dedicated group
of enthusiastic volunteers.

In addition to keeping in touch
through the newsletter, we communi-

cate with a few hundred members by e-
mail, notifying them of community
issues and opportunities between
newsletters.The number of members
on our e-mail list keeps growing—two
years ago it was 25 per cent, last year
33 per cent, and today it’s 42 per cent.
The AWWCA’s membership list, includ-
ing your address and e-mail, are kept
confidential and are
used only by the
board for AWWCA
business. If you are
a member and
haven’t signed up
to be on our e-mail
list but would like
to, please contact the AWWCA.

I'm very pleased to report that in the
past year we welcomed 51 new mem-
bers to our association. On August 31,
the end of our fiscal year, our paid-up
membership totaled exactly 400.

We notice more and more that the
blocks that have members and block
representatives know how to deal with
and prevent problems, or they know to
contact the AWWCA to find out how to
get help.

Many of you have expressed concern
when an owner-occupied home on
your block goes up for sale. Please see
the suggestions in the “Double-Cohort
Survival Guide”in this newsletter about
how you can lessen the chance of
owner-occupied houses being turned
into rentals. Through the newsletter, e-

mail communication, and meetings

“Building community

block by block™

with individual members, we aim to
give you the tools you need to stabilize
your block and live peacefully. Recently,
when remarking on how quickly police
responded to problems on her block, a
member said to me,“Things would be a
lot worse than they are if it weren’t for
the AWWCAs intervention a few years
ago”

If you would like a membership pack-
age to introduce a neighbour to the
AWWCA, please call 905-5269101.
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